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SUBJECT: EXTENSIVE DESTRUCTION OF OPIUM POPPIES IN THE UPPER 
AND CENTRAL HELMAND REGIONS 

1 . ON APRIL 6, VISITING UNDND DEPUTY DIRECTOR ANDRE SAENGER AND 
U.N. NARCOTICS ADVISOR CHRISTIAN MAGNUSSEN INFORMED EMBASSY 
OFFICERS THAT THEY HAD RECENTLY INSPECTED THE RESULTS OF EX- 
TENSIVE GOVERNMENT OF AFGHANISTAN (GOA) DESTRUCTION OPERATIONS 
AGAINST OPIUM POPPIES IN THE UPPER AND CENTRAL HELMAND REGIONS. 
THE UN PARTY 

IDENTIFIED AND PHOTOGRAPHED RECENTLY PLOWED-UNDER 
CROPS OF POPPIES. THEY ESTIMATED THAT AT LEAST ONE-THIRD OF 
THE UPPER HELMAND CROP HAS BEEN DESTROYED ALREADY. AT LASHGAR 
GAH, A WEALTHY LANDOWNER LOST THIRTY THOUSAND SQUARE METERS 
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OF POPPIES - AND WAS THROWN IN JAIL. FOR A BRIEF TIME, AS 
AN OBJECT LESSON. 

2. THE AFGHAN AUTHORITIES USUALLY REQUIRE THE FARMERS TO DESTROY 
THE CROPS WITH THEIR OWN TRACTORS, IF THEY HAVE THEM. MAGNUSSEN 
OFFERS TO FINANCE THE RENTING OF TRACTORS AND PLOWS WITH UN 
FUNDS WHEREVER ELSE THEY ARE NEEDED. 
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3. COMMENT: ASIDE FROM THE DESTRUCTION OF A FEW SMALL PLOTS 
IN THE CENTRAL HELMAND LAST YEAR, THIS IS THE FIRST MAJOR GOA 
OPERATION AGAINST POPPY GROWERS. IT IS EASIER FOR THE AUTHORITIES 
TO CONTROL OPIUM PRODUCTION IN THE EXPOSED HELM AND IRRIGATION 
DISTRICTS THAN IT IS TO MOVE INTO THE TOUGH TRIBAL DISTRICTS 
WHICH BACK UP AGAINST THE DURAND LINE FRONTIER WITH PAKISTAN. 
FURTHERMORE, THE FINANCIAL STAKES IN THE CENTRAL HELMAND (I.E., 
THE LARGE USAID DRAINAGE PROJECT, WHICH IS COVERED BY AN ANTI- 
OPIUM AGREEMENT), ARE HIGHER. 
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